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REPORT FROM THE JANUARY, 2010 

CMBA MEETING 
David Papke announced that he had purchased 50 

lbs. of fondant from a Pennsylvania bakery, and would be 
slicing it in small pieces to sell to beekeepers at 
$1.00/pound.  Call him at 717-246-2339 if you are 
interested.  You can freeze any left over fondant for next 
year.  He also announced that he will be teaching a series 
of Hands on Workshops at his home from March-August.  
Flyers will be available at the February 2 meeting. 

Jeremy Barnes, President of York Beekeepers 
Association spoke and shared slides about his trip to 
Apimondia, in Montpellier, France, which took place in 
September, 2009.   

Jeremy was inspired to attend the 2009 Apimondia 
after hearing Jim Bobb speak about the 2007 Apimondia 
conference in Melbourne, Australia.  To get to Montpellier, 
he flew to Paris, and took the fast train to Montpellier, 
covering 300 miles in 3 hours.  Apimondia, the World 
Federation of Beekeepers is 100 years old, and meets at 
locations around the world every 2 years.  Everything 
spoken is translated into 4 languages: English, Spanish, 
French and German.  Montpellier is 6 miles from the 
Mediterranean Sea and is called a “new” city, since it was 
not established by the Romans, and only dates back to 
805.  The streets are narrow, and the main center of the 
city, 5 square miles, has very few vehicles; it is ideal for 
pedestrians.  Fuel costs $7-8/gallon, and no large cars nor 
SUVs were seen.  To use the local tram costs only one 
Euro, about $1.25, for a whole day ticket.  For two euros, a 
bike could be rented for the day, and returned at any pick-
up place.  Dedicated bike lanes are everywhere.   

There is a large public square filled with pedestrians 
and musicians by day, and in the evening tables and 
canvases come out for dining.  Every block has its own 
market.  People walk or use bicycles.  Jeremy saw no 
over-weight people in France.  Women, especially, dress 
attractively.  Dogs are welcome everywhere.  But there is 
one down side: smoking is prevalent, including most high 
school students.  Also graffiti are abundant on walls.  The 
French are passionate about sports, which in September 
included soccer, handball, auto racing, bike racing and 
table tennis.  There is also a strong security presence with 
police holding automatic weapons with their fingers on the 
triggers.   

Apimondia 2009 was held at Le Corum which holds 
10,000 people.  The title of the conference was “The Bee 

as Sentinel of the Environment.”  There were 193 
presentations, each 20 minutes long.  People spoke in 
their own language, and translations into four languages 
were available through headsets.  Jeremy attended 15 
presentations. .  There were also 507 presentations which 
were displayed as posters, and of these Jeremy saw only 
one from the United States: Jerry Hayes from Florida.   
Apimondia is a gathering of scientists; it is not just 
practical beekeeping, but any beekeeper attending will 
have their horizons greatly expanded.  Seven themes 
were 1. beekeeping economy; 2. bee biology, 3. bee 
health, 4. pollination and bee flora, 5. beekeeping 
technology and quality: in particular the new harmonic 
radar; 6. beekeeping for rural development and 7. 
apitherapy.  In addition to all the presentations, there were 
80 tents leading up to Le Corum with commercial items 
and beekeeping associations.  40% of those attending 
Apimondia were from the Americas, mainly from Canada 
and Latin America; 40% were from Europe, and 20% from 
other countries around the world. 

Carl Crailsheim of Austria said that Europe has a 
richer gene pool than the U.S.  He also spoke about 
r.a.m.: rapid antenna movement which bees do when 
sleeping.  There is apparently a close connection between 
bees sleeping and their memory.  See the October issue 
of Bee Culture. 

In France beekeeping has declined 62% since 1988.  
All over Europe there are fewer beekeepers.  This is due 
to habitat loss, pesticides and agricultural intensification.  
There is an organization called Natureperif, which is a 
European wide agency for preserving biodiversity.  In 
Europe, crops such as rapeseed and sunflowers are the 
main nectar source, and there is no natural nectar flow like 
we have here with tulip poplar and locust trees.  There is 
instead a 7-8 month nectar flow from crops.  So, 
agricultural practices have a huge impact on beekeeping.  
The conflict is between beekeepers and the agricultural 
model.  With the use of chemicals, it is clear that farming 
practices are not chosen to enhance the quality of the 
product, but for economics. 

In September, 2009, the 50 millionth man-made 
chemical was registered.  Pesticides have three types of 
effect: acute, sub-lethal and long term.  Synergy or the 
effect of chemicals mixing together is impossible to test 
because of the huge numbers of possibilities.   

Neonicotinoids are a particularly grievous problem.  
From experiments in green houses, it seems that 
neonicotinoids cause erratic flying, bees not even able to 
find their way back to their hives.  In sun flowers, the 
pesticide in pollen is still showing up 3 years after its 
application.  In Germany, 11,500 colonies died because of 
using neonicotinoids as a seed dressing, a practice which 
has since been banned.  Directive 91.414 which has 
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monitored agricultural pesticides, has reduced the 
accepted number from 800 to 400 pesticides.  Europeans 
are adamant that pesticides are a prime component of 
CCD.   

In Europe, there is a big emphasis on urban 
beekeeping because there are fewer pesticides and more 
varieties of flowers in cities.  For example, Vienna has 34 
hives/square mile.  In France, beekeepers raise or buy 
local queens from each other.  Bee equipment is about 
twice as expensive in Europe as in America. 

Would you like to go to the next Apimondia 
Conferences?  In 2011 it will be held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and in 2013 in Kiev, Ukraine.  Start saving 
money and planning now! 

WINTER ACTIVITIES FOR BEEKEEPERS 
Barbara Gruver 

1. If you are a new beekeeper, determine the best 
location for your bee hives.  Ideally, choose a site 
where the entrance of the hive can face south or 
south-east.  If possible, provide a windbreak on the 
north-northwest side.  Provide shade for hot summer 
afternoons.  Provide a nearby water source (not your 
neighbor’s swimming pool.)  If near foot traffic, provide 
plantings or a fence to cause bees to leave the hive by 
flying up above the 7’ level.  Level the ground.  Plan 
what to use as a non-rotting support system.  It is 
helpful to be able to have enough clearance to easily 
walk around each hive, unless you group them 
together.  If you don’t like to lift hive bodies from the 
ground back up to where you need them, you might 
want to be able to put supers, etc. on a neighboring 
hive, or on an empty hive stand. 

2. If you already have bees, you might be interested in 
what they are doing inside their hive on cold days.  At 
temperatures below 45’, bees need to cluster.  The 
colder it is, the tighter the cluster.  There are two 
layers, an insulating layer which exists at 45’ and an 
inner cluster with temperatures ranging from 55’-95’, 
with usual winter maintenance around 66’.  Bees 
contract their thoracic muscles to generate heat.  They 
unhinge their wings and use the same muscles to 
generate heat.  The outer shell produces more water 
(sweat) than they use.  The inside cluster consumes 
more water.  Bees go back and forth to regulate water.  
Ventilation helps provide a way for water to leave the 
hive.  With excess water in a colony, there is a need 
for a cleansing flight to release water, or a need to rear 
brood.  February-March is a time when serious brood 
rearing starts.  Brood food contains 80% water.   60% 
of the weight of winter stores is converted to water.  In 
addition to water, stored pollen is essential for 
February brood rearing.  (This information was given 
by Dennis Van Engeldorp at a Maryland State 
Beekeepers meeting about 5 years ago.) 

3. If you suspect that your bees are almost out of winter 
stores, or you want to stimulate them to rear brood, 

you may want to feed them fondant, which is sugar 
candy.  This is easier for bees to eat in cold 
temperatures than loose sugar, or sugar syrup.   

4. I made fondant two weeks ago, for one hive that 
caused me concern because of their low stores.  This 
was my recipe:  FONDANT:  1 c. water, 2 c. sugar and 
1/8 t. cream of tartar powder.  Heat on high, stir 
constantly and bring to 236’ F or medium ball stage 
(use a candy thermometer) USE A SMALL DEEP 
PAN, because as the syrup boils, it spits out spray.  
Let the syrup cool to 180’, and beat it in the pan; it will 
turn white and thick, and immediately pour it into a 
small mold lined with wax paper.  I used a small bread 
pan, and made one block, less than 1 pound, which I 
gave to 1 hive.  If you want a recipe for larger 
quantities of fondant, email me at 
abgruver@verizon.net. Recipes will also be available 
at the February 2 meeting. 

5. On a day above 60’, when your bees are flying, do a 
full inspection, without disturbing the main cluster.  
This will be discussed at our February 2 meeting. 

6. Build and/or repair bee equipment.  Replace old black 
brood comb with new foundation.  If you want a bigger 
project, consider building a honey house or equipment 
storage shed. 

7. Read about beekeeping in print or online.  Read 
American Bee Journal or Bee Culture.  These monthly 
magazines cost $15-$16 for a digital edition, and 
about $25 for the print edition, There is a good 
discount if when you order, you tell them you are a 
member of CMBA.   

8. Check out books or DVDs from the CMBA library 
which is available before and after every CMBA 
meeting. 

9. Attend the next Maryland State Beekeepers 
Association Meeting which takes place at Howard 
County Fairgrounds on Saturday, February 20, 2010.  
These meetings draw several hundred beekeepers 
from all over the state as well as many vendors.  To 
find which speakers will be featured, check their 
website: www.msbeea.org about one week before the 
meeting.   Their newsletter is called The Beeline.    

10. Start looking for the very earliest flowers for bees: 
snowdrops is 
blooming now, 
(See photo 
below, taken Jan. 
21, 2010.)  Soon 
will come winter 
aconites, small 
yellow flowers, 
and crocuses 

(snowdrops, 
winter aconites, 
and crocuses are 
bulbs which need 

to be planted in the fall.) 

mailto:abgruver@verizon.net
http://www.msbeea.org/
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Pfeiffercenter Class 

www.Pfeiffercenter.org presents Ross Conrad, 
natural beekeeper. This takes place in upstate New 
York, but is worth considering!  Recommended by 
Jeanne Deignan-Kosmides, CMBA Vice-President. 

We're delighted to announce our newest offering, 
Apitherapy: Health and Healing from the Hive on June 

20 with Ross Conrad. This 
half-day workshop will 
cover the healing 
properties of honey, 
pollen, propolis, royal jelly, 
beeswax, and honeybee 
venom. Anyone with an 
interest in these wondrous 
gifts of nature is welcome 
to attend. (For some words 
from Ross on healing with 
raw honey, visit his 
website, Dancing Bee 
Gardens). 

Beekeepers looking for information and advice on 
seasonal tasks--such as preparing for the honey 
harvest, working with swarms, and managing hives to 
ensure adequate winter stores-- may sign up together 
with Ross's full-day Summer Organic Beekeeping 
Workshop on June 19 for a 10% discount! Each 
workshop can also be taken separately. 

If what you need is basic information to get started, 
Chris Harp is presenting Introduction to Organic 
Beekeeping on February 20. This hands-on workshop, 
which includes demonstration of the assembly of a 
wooden hive, covers the basic requirements and 
responsibilities for first-time beekeepers 

And on April 23-24, we will hold our annual Organic 
Beekeeping: Principles and Practices workshop with 
both Chris Harp and Ross Conrad. A balanced view of 
natural beekeeping topics is presented, with a focus on 
intermediate and advanced techniques. An optional 
two-hour beginners' session will help to orientate those 
without beekeeping experience. 

A Resurrection 
I found a bee 
On the snow near a hive 
One sunny winter's day. 
She lay unmoving on her back, 
Legs in the air, the  
Appearance of death all around her;  
Yet, when I picked her up 
And gently blew my warm breath 
Across her, she moved --- 

First one leg, then two, then several; 
More breath and she revived so 
She stood upright and 
Explored my skin with hesitant antennae; 
Breath again and she flexed her wings, 
Her abdomen slowly throbbing. 
Near the entrance, I held my hand 
And she, sensing the honeyed space within, 
Climbed down to return to the cluster. 
I now gathered in a jar 
Every snow-stunned bee I could find, 
Rushed home to my own warm hive 
And revived every single bee but one --- 
The one the cold had captured  
And would not return; 
The one the others ignored 
As they flew to the windows 
Where they were gathered again 
In a jar and ushered home. 
To look closely at anything, 
To hold it in your hand or heart, 
To let your breath fall upon it, 
Is to unlock the mystery  
Of the miraculous. 
 

---Beeman 

Snow Cancellation Policy 

 In case of snow or ice on the meeting date, 

listen to WBAL radio before 7:00 PM.  If Baltimore 

County's snow emergency plan is in effect at 6:00 

PM, then the meeting is automatically canceled. 

Evergree Perennials For The Bee 

Garden 
Connie Kochmal 

Reprinted from Bee Culture January 2010 
Some plants that are good nectar and pollen sources 
stay green all Winter. 

While some perennials die back during the Winter, 
others are evergreen or semi-evergreen. A number of 

these are good nectar and 
pollen plants for bees. 
These include the 
following.  

BERGENIA (Bergenia 
spp.) - Also known as 
pigsqueak, bergenias are 
members of the saxifrage 
family. They're generally 
native to Asia. Arising 
from thick roots, these 
plants can spread to form 
large clumps.  

These species have very shiny, leathery, heavily 



 

The Hive Tool      4      February 2010 

veined foliage. This is thick and fleshy. Cold weather can 
intensify the color of the leaves.  

The purplish-rose to white blossoms have five petals. 
They open on thick, fleshy flower stalks, which are often 
purple or rose-colored. These Spring flowers, an inch 
wide, open in broad, flattened clusters.  

Preferring moist conditions, bergenias thrive in poor 
soils. Provided that the soil is kept moist, they can tolerate 
full sun, especially in the North. Otherwise, partial shade is 
recommended. Bergenias can be propagated by division 
and seed.  

A number of fine cultivars and hybrids are available. 
Several species are also in cultivation, including the 
following.  

Heartleaf bergenia (Bergenia cardifalia) - 
Recommended for zones three through eight, this stout 
species is native to Siberia. It can reach 1 '12 feet in 
height. This is noted for its large, thick, glossy leaves. 
Coarse and fleshy, these are up to a foot in length and 
eight inches wide. The edges are wavy. Overall, they have 
a rounded shape, tapering to a heartshaped base The 
flowers open all along the length of the short flower spikes 
during the Spring. The spikes rise just above the foliage. 
Mostly pink to rose, the blossoms can be purple and white 
in some varieties.  

Leather bergenia (Bergenia crassifalia) - This is 
also known as Siberian tea. Thriving in zones three 
through eight, it is native to Siberia. This reaches 1 '12 feet 
in height. The leaves, which are broadly egg-shaped, are 
larger than those of heartleaf bergenia. The flowers stalks 
are taller than the foliage. Its blossoms are purple or 
pinkish-red.  

Strachey bergenia (Bergenia stracheyi) - Native to 
the Himalayas, this is suited to zones four through eight. 
The slightly hairy leaves can be eight inches across. This 
species is easy to identify. Its foliage lacks the 
characteristic wavy edges of the other bergenias. The 
sweetly scented blossoms are pink.  

All of the bergenia blossoms provide bees with 
pollen during the Spring just when they need it most.  

CANDYTUFT (lberis spp.) - Native to the 
Mediterranean, these 
belong to the Mustard 
family. They have 
alternate, narrow, linear 
foliage that can give off 
a faint mustard-like 
odor. The Spring-
flowering blossoms 
form flat umbels or 
rounded clusters. 
Usually fragrant, these 

flowers come in an array of colors. These include purple, 
red, pink, and white. With four small petals, the blossoms 
are 1/2 inch wide.  

Adapted to most soil types, perennial candy tufts are often 
used in rock gardens and for edging. If the soil isn't kept 
moist enough, they can fail to bloom. The following 
evergreen perennial species are recommended.  

Gibraltar candy tuft (Iberis gibraltarica) - This 
species is recommended for zones seven through nine. It 
can be almost a foot in height. The toothed foliage, which 
forms rosettes, is up to two inches long. The white flowers 
sport a touch of pinkish-lilac or purple. The blossoms open 
in midMay in flat-topped clusters. This is native to Morocco 
and Spain.  

Evergreen candy tuft (Iberis sempervirens) - 
Around a foot in height, this spreading evergreen is best 
suited for zones five through nine. This is the most 
commonly grown species. Many consider it to be the most 
reliable of the perennial candy tufts. Several varieties are 
available. The oblong, deep green, narrow foliage is up to 
1

1
/2 inches in length. The white blooms, which are long 

lasting, open in late May and early June in umbels or long 
clusters, two inches across. Sometimes, these flowers 
have a lilac blush. This species is native to Asia and 
Europe.  

Rock candytuft (Iberis saxatilis) - Is also called 
perennial candytuft, this is suited to zones two through 
seven. This reaches about six inches in height. The very 
short, twisted stems can become woody. This species can 
be covered with tiny hairs. Rock candy tuft has small, 
fleshy, narrow, rounded leaves packed tightly together. 
The foliage can be % of an inch in length. In April and 
May the very small white blossoms appear in clusters at 
the tips of the stems. This species is native to southern 
Europe.  

Candy tuft blossoms of all sorts bring nectar and 
pollen for bees.  

LAMB'S-EARS (Stachys byzantina) - Hardy to zone 
four, this is a member of the mint family. A popular 
perennial, it is around 1'i2 feet in height. Mostly stemless, 
lamb's ear is best known for its soft, white, woolly foliage 
that is semi-evergreen to evergreen in most areas of the 
country. The leaves, which are opposite, can be eight 
inches in length. These are roughly shaped like a lamb's 
ear. There is a cultivar with silver leaves.  

The blossoms, which can be an inch in diameter, can 
be purple or pink. They open in whorls on tall flower 
stalks. Native to the Caucasus, this is easily propagated 
by seed and division. It can self-sow. Lamb's-ears need 
full sun in a well drained spot. It is very tolerant of dry 
soils.  

Lamb's ears blossoms are a good source of nectar 
and pollen.  

PHLOX (Phlox spp.) - Members of the phlox 

family, there are both annual and perennial 
species. While many are native to North America, 
others are from Asia. Some of them are evergreen 
or semievergreen. The leaves are lance-like.  
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The showy blossoms open in terminal clusters. 
These have five united petals that form the 
corolla.  

Phlox can tolerate both full sun and partial 
shade. Though they 
thrive in a rich, moist 
soil, these plants 
generally aren't very 
fussy. These are 
propagated by seed, 
root division, and 
cuttings.  

Periwinkle phlox (Phlox adsurgens) 
Hardy in zones four through eight, periwinkle 

phlox has trailing stems that are a foot in length. 
This plant is native to the Northwest. Semi-
evergreen to evergreen, it fea tures deep green 
oval leaves that are 1'/4 inches long. The 
blossoms open from mid-Spring through early 
Summer on erect stems. These form one-inch-
wide heads on the previous year's growth. They're 
salmon-pink or white. This evergreen needs a 
moist spot in partial shade. It prefers an acidic pH.  

Moss-pink, ground-pink (Phlox subulata) - 
This has other common names, including 
creeping phlox, moss phlox, and flowering moss. 
It is suited to zones three through eight. This 
species is often used in rock gardens. In some 
regions, this is fully evergreen, while in others it is 
semi-evergreen.  

Moss-pink is about six inches in height. This 
creeping species is shaped like a mat. The 
prostrate, dense, woody stems are covered with 
stiff, linear, needle-like foliage, up to '/2 inch in 
length.  

This species has blooms that open on short 
flower stalks. The blossoms can be white, pink, 
lilac, or purple. Up to an inch wide, they have five 
spreading lobes. This blooms late Spring through 
early Summer.  

Lots of varieties of moss-pink are available. It 
is native to some areas of the East from North 
Carolina to New York. This species thrives in most 
soils provided it is well drained.  

All of the phlox species provide pollen for 
bees.  

PINKS (Dianthus spp.) - Many perennial species of 
pinks are evergreen. 
These small plants 
feature grass-like, 
narrow, opposite 
foliage. The sweetly 
scented blossoms are 
up to an inch across. 
Usually white, rose, or 
pink, these open 

terminally. They can be solitary or in dense 
clusters.  

The pinks grow in average soil so long as it is 
well drained. Most prefer a slightly alkaline pH. In 
cold climates, these evergreens usually benefit 
from a covering of evergreen boughs. These are 
propagated by cuttings, division, and layering.  

Cheddar pink (Dianthus gratianopolitanus) - 
This low growing species is four inches in height. 
It is hardy in zones four through eight. This is a 
very dense, low growing plant. Cheddar pink 
forms a mat or carpet. The leaves are tufted.  

Opening singly, the scented blooms are one 
inch or less wide. They're dark pink or rose with 
ruffled edges. These appear in early Summer on 
blue-green flower stalks, up to nine inches tall. 
This species is often used in rock gardens. It is 
native to southern Europe and England.  

Glacier pink (Dianthus pavonicus) - About 
two inches in height, this plant is hardy in zones 
three through eight. The greenish-gray foliage 
forms a round cushion. The flowers are pink or 
red. These open on six-inchtall stems. This 
species is native to southern Europe. It adapts 
well to different pH levels.  

Rock pink (Dianthus petraeus) - Native to 
Eastern Europe, this is less than a foot in height. 
This tufted, mat-
like species is 
recommended for 
zones four through 
eight. The stems 
can be forked. The 
green leaves, % of 
an inch long, form 
dense tufts. These 
are narrow and 
needlelike. The 
fragrant flowers, 
up to % inch 
across, open in 
bunches or 
clusters of one to 
10. With fringed 
petals, they 
appear on six-
inch-tall stems. These blossoms emerge during the 
Summer.  

Blossoms of all the pinks provide nectar for 
bees.  

THREEFORK SAXIFRAGE (Saxifraga trifurcata) - 
While many saxifrages are semievergreen, 
threefork saxifrage is evergreen. Hardy to zone six, 
this reaches eight inches in height. It is native to the 
Pyrenees. It forms a mat.  
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This plant is named for the three pronged 
foliage that is shaped like a stag horn. The shiny, 
green foliage is erect and stiff. In the Spring, the 
creamy white blooms emerge. These are % of an 
inch across.  

Saxifrage means rock-breaker. These plants 
like a rocky or gritty soil that is rich in limestone. 
Choose a well drained spot as constantly wet 
conditions can kill the plants. They prefer partial 
shade. Various methods can be used to propagate 

the plants. In addition to division, these can be 
grown from runners, rootstock, bulblets, and seed.  

Bees collect nectar and pollen from saxifrage 
blossoms.  

THRIFT (Armeria spp.) - Members of the 
plumbago family, these are also known as sea pink. 
There are three species of thrift that are widely 
cultivated. Two are quite hardy. These low growing, 
tufted plants are often seen in rock gardens. 
They're shaped like mats or cushions.  

The small foliage 
forms basal 
rosettes. The flower 
stalks are stiff and 
rigid. The long 
lasting blossoms 
open in rounded, 
dense, fluffy heads.  

Easy to grow, 
these plants prefer 

full sun. Needing good drainage, they're intolerant 
of wet soils. A light i sandy soil is considered ideal. 
These are propagated by division. The following 
species are recommended.  

Juniper thrift (Armeriajuniperijolia) - Hardy to 
zone three, this densely tufted species is two to 

four inches in height. It is shaped like a round 
cushion. Native to Spain, this has short, linear 
foliage, up to 1/2 inch long. The blossoms, which 
open in late Spring, are white, lilac, or pink. These 
small flower heads, mostly stalkless, are 1/2 inch 
across.  

Thrift (Armeria maritima) - Also called sea 
thrift, this low growing perennial is recommended 
for zones three through nine. It tolerates salt spray. 
Six to twelve inches in height, it is native to cold 
regions of the globe.  

This species has very narrow, linear leaves, five 
to six inches long. Resembling grass, the foliage 
forms a basal rosette. The blossoms open in round 
heads. They can be purplishred, pink, purple, or 
white. Up to % inch across, these open on stalks 
that can reach a foot in height. Flowering occurs 
from late Spring into early Summer.  

Pinkball thrift (Armeria pseudoarmeria) - Slightly 
less hardy than the other species, pinkball thrift is 
best suited to zones six and higher. The stout 
plants are 1 'is to two feet tall. The large leaves, 
about a foot long, are only an inch wide. The fluffy 
blossoms open from early to midSummer. These 
are white and pastel pink. The flower heads are 
1

1
/2 to two inches across. This species is native to 

southwestern Europe. It should be divided in 
September.  

Bees collect nectar and pollen from thrift 
blossoms of all sorts.  

Connie Krochmal is an award winning garden 
writer and a beekeeper in Black Mountain, South 
Carolina.  

Beeyard Stories In Only Six Words 

Reprinted from Bee Culture January 2010 

Syrup everywhere, leak in the feeder - Michael Shauahnessy, 
Jr.  

I can't believe I forgot that - Matt Haas 

Bee stuff allover the house - Karla Eisen  

Kitchen utensils are not beekeeping essentials - Val Phillips  

Forgot to tape my pant leg - Greg Carey  

Paint queen, queen faints, heart stops - Robert Sitko 

 Happy hive except one angry worker -Joel Kahling  

New queen installed, old bees suspicious - Frank Mitch 

 Apitherapy applicator sale, used only once - Michael Salnicky  

Very clumsy beekeeper dropped brood frame Debbie 
Bohannon  

Hearing Buzzing, I leapt from the shower ~ Mike Southern 

 Heavy supers, need steel toed boots -John Knobeloch  

Help, bees got in my pants! -Jerry Moss  

Lost, truck keys and hive tool - Gerald Allen  

Bees have stingers. Men use words - William Bartlett 

 Enough royal jelly gives good start - Mickey Anaerson 

 Made my extractor, frames flying everywhere - Keith 
Anders  

Your Honor, I said, They're bees! ïMark Moody 

Trap. Tilt. Death by salad dressing - Gigi Flynn  

Equipment gets old. Bees stay young - Alice Eckles  

Ladder needed for September swarm. Help! - Ross 
Conrad.  

Second deep and smoker quits. Dang! -Jeremy Barnes  

Another beautiful year of aerial alchemy - Greg Johnson  

Knocked over hive, had on sandals. - Paul Kirkland  

 



 

The Hive Tool      7      February 2010 

2010 Beekeepers Short Course 
 

Central Maryland Beekeepers Association 

FOR: Intermediate and beginning beekeepers or anyone interested in honey bees.  This course 

will provide you with the basic concepts and management practices for maintaining a 

colony of honeybees. 

SPONSORED BY: CENTRAL MARYLAND BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

    BALTIMORE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

PLACE: OREGON RIDGE NATURE CENTER 

  13555 Beaver Dam Road 

  Cockeysville, MD 21030 

DATES:  March 11, 2010 7:15 PM - 9:30 PM  

March 18, 2010 7:15 PM - 9:30 PM 
March 25, 2010 7:15 PM - 9:30 PM 

April 1, 2010 7:15 PM - 9:30 PM 

April 8, 2010 7:15 PM - 9:30 PM 

April 10, 2010 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

FEE: $30 Single $35 Family 

For additional information contact: 

 Jerry Fischer Central Maryland Beekeepers Association 410-562-3464 

Applicants: Complete and return the application below so that we can plan to accommodate 

you.  Registration at the door will be accepted, space permitting.  The Saturday meeting will 

include outside demonstrations and hands on practice with bee hives, weather permitting.  

There will be a one hour lunch break during the Saturday session, you may bring your lunch 

or patronize one of the many local restaurants.  All are welcome. 
 

2010 BEEKEEPERS SHORT COURSE APPLICATION 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________ 

CITY:_____________________________ STATE:__________ ZIP:________________________ 

TELEPHONE:_____________________________  COUNTY:_______________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________ 

FEE ENCLOSED:________ Single $20;  ________ Family $25 
 

Make checks payable to CMBA and return application to: 
 

  Jerry Fischer 

      7943 Dalrose Avenue 

      Baltimore, MD 21237 

 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

David Gill-Boucher, President  410-357-9476 

Jeanne Deignan-Kosmides V. Pres.  

       410-833-6067 

Alex Flanagan, Secretary   410-472-1702 

John Harmon, Treasurer   410-771-1701 

Jerry Fischer, State Bee Insp.  410-562-3464 

Oregon Ridge Nature Center  410-887-1815 

David Papke, Past Pres.   717-246-2339 

Lloyd Snyder, Editor    410-329-6671 

Editors E-Mail - lrsnyder@zoominternet.net 

 

 

Be sure to check out CMBAôs web site at 

www.cmbeea.org 

 

Please check the ñDues paid throughò line 

above your name on the mailing label below.  

If it says ñDues paid through 2009ò fill out 

the included form and remit your dues for 

2010. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

General Meeting ï February 2, 2010 ï at 

Oregon Ridge Nature Center. 7:30PM.   

Board Meeting ï February 15, 2010 ï 7 PM at 

Oregon Ridge Nature Center. 

 

Beekeeping Short Course ï The 2010 Short 

Course begins on March 11 this year at 7 

PM. The classes will be held in the 

auditorium of the Oregon Ridge Nature 

Center. For more information, the complete 

class schedule and class application form 

go to www.cmbeea.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lloyd Snyder ï Editor 

4747 Norrisville Road 

White Hall  MD 21161 
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