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CMBA ANNUAL PICNIC 
CMBAôs Annual Picnic is scheduled for September 8, 

2009 at the Oregon Ridge Nature Center.  The festivities 
will begin at 6 PM.  CMBA will be providing hamburgers, 
hotdogs, drinks, cups, plates and utensils. 

Each member needs to bring their family and a dish 
to share with the other members 

REPORT FROM THE 

AUGUST, 2009 CMBA MEETING 

 Fall beehive management techniques was the focus 
of the August CMBA membership meeting with a report 
by Jerry Fischer and a presentation by Bart Smith of the 
Beltsville Bee Lab. Jerry Fisher discussed two ideas 
about August management. If there is little nectar 
available for the bees in your apiary, you want to avoid 
starting problems of robbing by opening your hives too 
frequently or for too long a period of time. Also, in 
answer to a question, undrawn foundation is likely not to 
be drawn now, and the bees may even swarm if there is 
no drawn comb for them to use. 
 Jerry introduced Bart Smith who was the Maryland 
state apiarist for over 20 years until he retired in 2002 
and went to work for the Beltsville Bee Lab, one of 5 bee 
labs supported by the U.S.D.A.  Bart gave a power point 
presentation on Fall Management. 
 Early fall is the beekeeperôs New Year.  The care of 
your colonies now will ensure the survival of colonies 
during winter.  He suggested the following steps in 
August-October.  1. feed colonies; 2. unite weak and 
queenless colonies; 3. re-queen colonies as needed; 4. 
inspect each hive for mites and disease; 5. treat hives 
that have severe mite infestations; 6. reduce the colony 
entrance;7. provide moisture ventilation.  
 Feeding a 1:1 sugar solution will stimulate queens to 
lay more brood. (If there is a good fall nectar flow, it 
does the same thing.)  Feeding a 1:2 sugar solution by 
volume adds winter food supplies, if hives need it.  A 
colony should have about 60 lb. of honey or sugar syrup 
for over-wintering.  One full brood chamber of packed 
honey frames is excellent. 
 Small or ailing colonies will not survive the winter.  
Use a sheet of newspaper and move the weaker hive to 
combine on top of a stronger hive. 

 Re-queening hives in the fall is a good idea, 
although few hobby beekeepers do this.  A new queen 
will produce more young bees for over-wintering and a 
young queen may reduce the hiveôs tendency to swarm 
in the spring.  
 Inspect each hive for healthy brood.  There should 
be less drones now than in spring. There will also be 
less worker brood.  You are checking for normal 
appearance of brood more than amount.  

Monitor for varroa mites. Do not treat without 
knowing that there is a need.  In August-September, as 
the queen lays less brood, the mite reproduction can 
increase greatly.  To monitor for mites, use one of these 
methods: 

1. Look for mites on bees and comb (they are the 
size of a pin-head.)  Seeing several mites usually 
indicates a high level, since mites hide well. 

2. Ether roll test.  Collect 300 bees (1-2ò) in a quart 
jar.  Spray into the jar aerosol ether-based starter 
fluid for 1 second.  (The bees will die)  Close the 
jar and shake 15-20 seconds.  The mites will 
stick to the walls of the jar.  Count the mites.  15-
20 mites on 300 bees indicates a need to treat. 

3. Powdered sugar test.  Collect 300 bees (1-2ò) in 
a quart jar.  Add 1 heaping tablespoon of 
powdered sugar.  Gently shake jar.  Wait 5 
minutes.  Using an 8 mesh screen as the lid, 
shake jar again, and the mites should fall off the 
bees.  Shake them onto a white piece of paper, 
or into a container of water, and count them.  15-
20 mites on 300 bees indicates a need to treat.  
Release the honeybees from the jar. 

4. Screened bottom board with sticky sheet.  Use 
Vaseline to lightly coat the cardboard sheet.  Put 
sticky sheet under screen bottom board.  Wait 24 
hours.  Mites and other debris will fall through the 
screen onto the sticky sheet.  Count mites.  More 
than 40 mites in 24 hours indicates a need to 
treat. 

What are your options for treatment?   

1. Use of screened bottom boards throughout 
the year is a simple way of reducing mite 
infestations since many mites fall to the bottom 
board; without a screen, they just climb back on 
another bee.  But screens alone are not sufficient 
if mites are at a high number in the fall. 

2. Drone comb removal is another Integrated Pest 
Management technique.  Buy special comb that 



 

The Hive Tool      2      September  2009 

is sized larger (green plastic) for drones.  When 
full of drone brood (which is especially attractive 
to mites for reproducing because of the longer 
development time) remove and freeze the frame.  
After 1 day, return the frame to the hive and they 
will clean out the dead drones and mites. 

Steve McDaniel uses a different method to 
encourage drone brood.  By using half sheets of 
regular foundation, the bees fill the extra space 
with drone comb, which is easily cut off.   

3. Apistan Strips are NOT TO BE USED.  The 
reformulated fluvalinate is too toxic for bees.  
Also most mites have become resistant to 
Apistan. 

4. Check Mite Strips (Coumaphos) are NOT TO BE 
USED.  Mites have become resistant to 
Coumaphos, and these chemicals contaminate 
wax.. 

5. Sucrocide, a Dadant product, is safe, but is labor 
intensive and may be ineffective.  You have to 
spray each side of every frame and 3 treatments 
are needed.  Cost: $7.10 per hive 

6 Api-Life Var.  Wafers are put in the corners on 
top of frames.  Temperature must be above 60.ô  
Thymol (thyme oil) is the active ingredient. Its 
use reduces brood rearing.  3 treatments are 
needed.  Cost: $5.30 per hive. 

7. Apiguard.  Small tubs are put in; product is 
similar to Api-Life Var.  2 treatments are needed.  
Cost: $5.90 per hive. 

8. Mite-Away II is Formic acid which is very 
hazardous to use.  Must use a face shield.  
Temperature cannot be above 82ô.  It reduces 
brood rearing.  Spacer rim is needed.  Cost: 
$3.90 per hive. 

If you use any chemical treatment, you must have no 
supers on the hive.   

Another mite parasite is the tracheal mite, but this is 
very hard to detect, and most honey bees are now 
resistant to tracheal mites, so no treatment is 
recommended. 

To prevent mice from entering the hives in the 
winter, when the bees are clustered, either use wooden 
entrance reducers, or use İò hardware cloth over the 
entrance. 

Hives must be ventilated to let excess moisture out.  
Use 2 twigs to prop up the inner cover, or use between 
the inner cover and telescoping cover. 

Regarding using Fumidil B for nosema control, there 
is now a realization that nosema cerana is what is being 
found, instead of nosema apis, so there is no clear need 
for treatment. 

Bart then explained his work at the Bee Research 
Laboratory and that their website can be found by 
googling that title.  The bee disease diagnostic service 
laboratory has existed for over 50 years and is a free 
service supported by U.S.D.A.  On the web page, go to 
Products and Services to learn how to send in a sample.  
Each week the lab receives 300-400 adult bee samples 
from bee inspectors from all over the U.S.   Individual 
bee keepers get first priority, and will usually get results 
in 1 week.  The lab does not do pesticide determination 
or bee race identification which is done by the bee lab in 
Arizona. 

2009 HONEY HARVEST 
Barbara Gruver 

During the first week of August we extracted 256 lbs. 
of honey from two Italian hives. We put the ideas of the 
August Hive Tool  article ñHoney Removal and 
Extractionò to use. We weighed the ten supers before 
and after extracting. The gross super weights ranged 
from 35-46 pounds, and the post extracting wet supers 
ranged from 13-15 lbs., indicating that 2-4 lbs. of honey 
actually remained in the super, since an empty dry super 
weighs about 11 lbs.  So, we extracted from 22-33 lbs. 
of honey from each super, depending on how full it was 
(and how many turns we cranked the extractor handle.)  
We filled 5 gallon buckets about ¾ full and weighed 
these with weights ranging from 31 to 50 lbs., and the 
total coming to 256 lbs.   

We also collected 16 lbs. of drained wax cappings 
and put these in another bucket.  Since we no longer 
have a solar wax melter, and do not need more wax or 
honey, is there a CMBA member who would like to buy 
these cappings to render them for themselves?  .  We 
also have large unrefined cakes of wax to sell from 
previous years.  Call us at 410-692-2051 if you are 
interested. 
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After extracting, we returned the wet supers to the 2 
originating hives and took the above photo. (Each hive 
already had 1 partially filled super before we added 5 
wet ones on top.)  We usually return wet supers just 
before dark to discourage robbing, but we had other 
plans for the evening, so we did it in late afternoon, and 
robbing did start! The 2 hives became crazy with the 
smell of so much new honey, and soon thousands of 
bees filled the air, trying to get into each otherôs hives in 
a frenzy.  We stuffed grass in the entrances of the two 
hives, and left for our evening activity. Because we left 
for vacation soon after, we have not yet removed these 
supers, but will do so soon. Weôll store the empty dry 
supers in our barn.  Partially full supers can stay on the 
hives. As it gets cold in October, the bees usually bring 
bits of honey down to add to their brood chambers.   

So the total extraction yield for 2009 was 256 lbs. 
honey and 16 lbs. wax and honey cappings from just two 
hives. What was the nectar source of this honey? It was 
not primarily locust or tulip poplar, the standard big two 
sources in Maryland. In April, our bees collected much 
nectar from fruit trees, filling at least 1 super each. In 
May it was rainy, and bees did not bring in much locust 
nor tulip poplar honey.  The honey doesnôt taste like 
either one of these, nor was the wax white, as it is with 
tulip poplar nectar. The honey is dark amber, and seems 
to be a mixture of fruit bloom, and wild flowers like 
Canada thistle, Dutch clover, blackberry, mountain mint 
and golden rain trees. We have planted or encouraged 
many different sources of nectar and find that our bees 
consistently find nectar sources from April to Octoberðif 
there are sufficient rains, as there have been this year.  
What kind of nectar did your bees bring in? 

SEPTEMBER BEE FORAGE 
Arthur B. Gruver 

 As we enter September, normally the last full month 
before frost, we find that although the number of 
blooming plants is lessening, there are enough to keep 
the bees fully active.  Given adequate rain, a significant 
nectar flow can result which allows the bees to store 
much honey for winter use. 
 Considering the herbaceous plants first: we noted 
that during August, Mountain Mint, white Dutch Clover, 
Milkweed, Anise Hyssop and Intermediate Dogbane 
bloomed extensively.  Of the trees and shrubs some 
varieties of Golden Rain tree and Vitex bloomed the first 
half of August, and Smooth and Shiny Sumac shrubs 
completed their bloom as did Korean BeeBee tree. 
 As we enter September, we find Jewelweed in our 
area is now producing its attractive orange and yellow 
flowers in moist areas and Mountain Mint is continuing 
its abundant bloom that draws all the pollinators, not just 
honeybees (there never seems to be competition on this 
plant even though the different insects are working 

adjacent to one another on the blooms.)  New England 
and other Asters are beginning to bloom.  Late planted 
Sunflowers, planted by a local farmer for selling for the 
wild bird seed market, are just starting to bloom in 
northern Harford County; Buckwheat, mowed at the end 
of its original bloom period, has re-seeded and is again 
producing flowers and attracting bees; Autumn Joy 
Sedum has just started its bloom at the time of this 
writing, and so will be continuing well into September; 
heads of the Fall Goldenrod are developing and will 
produce abundant nectar this month; Cone flowers, and 
Anise Hyssop will also continue to bloom.  In the shrubs 
and small tree group Japanese Knotweed (sometimes 
called Japanese Bamboo) is in full bloom in moist 
roadside areas, and Blue Mist Shrub continues its bloom 
through September. 
 This is an exciting time to go for flower walks to see 
what nectar sources the bees are working.  Please 
share with me your bee forage observations.  
abgruver@verizon.net 

THE NECTAR FLOWS EARLIER THAN 

BEFORE 
Elizabeth Passavant 

In Maryland we say, ñIf you don't like the weather, 
then wait a few minutes and it will change!ò We usually 
smile as we relish Maryland's fluky weather. However, 
now the baseline is being altered by global weather 
changes. What do we need to do to be prepared for our 
changing reality? Wayne Esaias, a NASA scientist and 
beekeeper who is studying the impact of climate- 
change on beekeeping, has found that the data in 
Maryland indicates that the nectar flow in 2009 occurred 
nearly four weeks earlier than in the1970s. This is likely 
due to climate change and the warming effect of 
urbanization. As Steve McDaniel reminded me, Mr. 
Esaias reported that Georgiaôs mild winter no longer 
gets cold enough for plants to go dormant, so they don't 
have good temperature cues to respond to when it's 
time to green up. Itôs the same reason as our early 
springs, but it affects them differently. Jerry Fisher 
yearly tells his students that thirty years ago the Black 
Locust flow followed immediately on the heels of the 
Tulip Poplar flow, providing ample nectar for the bees. 
Now the Black Locust and Tulip Poplar flows occur 
almost simultaneously.  

Wayne Esaias presented his findings at the 
Maryland State Beekeepers Associationôs 2009 summer 
meeting. He uses the data collected by NASA satellites 
along with bee hive weight data collected by volunteer 
beekeepers to make his interpretation of nectar flow 
changes. He believes that a beehiveôs seasonal cycle of 
weight gain and loss is a sensitive indicator of the 
impact of climate change on flowering plants. The 
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volunteers record the weights of their hives daily and 
send their data to NASA on a regular basis. 

The delivery of queens and bee packages from 
Georgia was about four weeks late this past spring. This 
was problematic for me since my hive was strong and 
expected to swarm. Was this a strange spring or an 
indication of trends to come.  If our new queen had 
arrived the first weekend of April when delivery was 
expected, we could have made the split and everything 
would have been fine. My anxiety was already high since 
Jerry Fisher had reported at a CMBA meeting that 
March 15 was the earliest swarm reported in 2008. My 
hive would definitely swarm, which could be prevented 
by splitting the hive, but we couldnôt split the hive until 
the queen arrived. As most people remember, the 
delivery date kept being postponed until the end of April. 
Our hive did attempt to swarm and we did have to split 
the hive before the queen arrived. Things went from bad 
to worst, but thatôs another story.  

Well, there could have been problems from an ice 
storm, but there is scientific data about the misalignment 
between Marylandôs and Georgiaôs spring. So how will 
we sort through these weather issues? How can we be 
prepared next year if we assume the packages of bees 
and queens wonôt be ready to ship to Maryland until the 
end of April? Iôve been a beekeeper for sixteen months 
and know that I still have a lot to learn about 
beekeeping. I know more swarm 
prevention/management techniques than I knew this 
past spring, but I have a notion that we need to talk 
about the ramifications of the changing weather. Iôd like 
to participate in collecting the necessary hive weight 
data and contribute to the growing body of knowledge 
about Marylandôs nectar flow. We have scientific 
evidence now, what do we need to do about it? 
HoneyBeeNet invites any beekeeper who would like to 
get involved to go to the NASA website: 
http://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov to get instructions. A 
beekeeper would need to buy a large scale, to be willing 
to keep daily records of the hiveôs changing weight and 
to report this data to the study. The classic scale used 
for monitoring hive weight is the traditional manual 
platform beam scale (also known as a ñfeed scaleò) with 
a deck about 17 x 24 inches, total capacity of 500 to 
1000 lbs, and a minimum weight sensitivity of 0.25 lbs. 
The scales can be purchased often at agricultural tool 
auctions.  
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There are probably many ways to catch a queen, 
and more ways to handle her after that. When I got up 
the nerve to handle queens I was proud. I also created 
at least one five legged lady bee. She finished her 
duties as a ruler of an observation hive.  

I was told it's OK to pick them up by the wings and 
then to transfer the grip by setting her on a finger. She 
will grab this finger like a life preserver. That's when you 
use your thumb to hold her legs. The other hand pulls 
out a marking pen, you grab the cap in your teeth and 
twist it off; you mark the queen. You gently let her paint 
job dry; you place her back on a frame. You are done. 
You breathe a sigh; you feel proud.  

My good friend and teacher (of all the other beek' 
skills) often works side-by-side with me doing this. She 
uses a plastic queen-catcher and a plastic marking tube. 
I know she cringes when I reach for a queen; I smile 
inside. I don't like to see her unlimber all that plastic. 
This has been going on for years.  

A few weeks ago we were collaborating in a hive 
inspection workshop. Accidentally, someone spotted a 
queen. (I hate that when I'm holding the frame!). "Let's 
mark her," I heard. I saw a hand twitch looking for 
plastic. "Iôll do it." I said. (I get to rule when they are my 
bees). With 15 people watching I swooped in with my 
left hand and deftly placed the lovely lady on my right 
forefinger. She grasped my finger like she'd read the 
book. She was quickly marked. It was impressive. 
Sometimes you can have too much ice-cream on a 
cone. It can overbalance and end on the sidewalk. 
"Pride goeth before a fall." "Your tears are your joy 
unmasked. "There's more, but Iôll spare you.  

Preparing to release the lady I looked down. My 
eyes widened as I looked closer. "Shouldn't she be 
moving?" someone asked. I had no comment as 1 was 
trying at the time to blow her up. I occasionally blow on 
a dead bee when my grandchild is watching. (A chilled 
bee will come to life someday; Iôll get some respect out 

http://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov/
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of that!)  
As 1 shifted into explanations of how queens 

sometimes faint, the group shifted feet. I explained that 
it's usually only a momentary thing. I moved her gently 
on my palm. Ten minutes later I was running out of 
explanations. "Look, she's moving!." "She's breathing."  

As the group watched and took pictures the 
abdomen of this patient came to life. Well, sort of. With 
a stretch of her ovipositor and a contraction, she laid an 
egg on my hand. This was followed by four more. While 
it showed life, I wasn't altogether ecstatic. It looked 
somewhat like the final spasms of a dying animal. The 
movement stopped. We put her in the shade on a frame 
for twenty minutes and still no joy. I blew on her a few 
more times, put her in the hive and closed it. I was not 
hopeful, but had to change the subject.  

A few days later when I checked, she was fine. I will 
continue to blow on bees. 

Assassin 
She was fat, and plump and an egg laying machine! 

By Eugene Makovec 
Reprinted from Bee Culture August 2009 

I've always been kind of a live-and-let-live 
beekeeper.  

I don't mean to say I'm neglectful. To the contrary, 
I've probably inhibited honey production by bothering my 
poor bees too much - they're just so darned interesting!  

I have taken steps to head off pests and disease, 
and to keep colonies from starving. But while I've played 
Robin Hood in the Spring with honey stores and, to 
some degree, colony populations, I have not been one 
to actively cull weak hives from the yard. So I was a full 
ten years into this hobby before I did what had once 
been unthinkable - I killed a queen. On purpose.  

Oh, it wasn't the first time I'd been responsible for 
the untimely death of a queen bee. I'd accidentally killed  
at least one, and there had been several over the years 
whose disappearances had been suspicious, with Yours 
Truly the primary suspect.  

But this was the first time I had purposely rubbed out 
royalty. And the fact that it was intentional didn't make 
me feel any better about it.  

She was only a year old, and a prolific egg-layer, a 
wonder of nature. I'd bought her with a nuc the previous 
Spring, and she'd headed the strongest of my four hives. 
(Okay, that's not saying much, but this hive produced 
about 150 pounds of honey that year.)  

So clearly, production was not the problem. Rather, 
her demise could be attributed to a personality conflict.  

It's rather like having a star employee, one who excels 
at every task she undertakes, who outperforms 
everyone in her department, but who just can't get along 
with the boss. She reacts to every interaction, no matter 
how positive, by lashing out. She can't even accept a 

compliment, much less constructive criticism.  

Of course, in the case of bees, it's not the queen but 
her workers who exhibit said irritability. Whereas I 
normally have to work to get a colony riled up, I couldn't 
pop the lid on this hive without them letting me know I 
wasn't welcome.  

This antisocial behavior started late that first Spring, 
after they'd ramped up in population and were storing 
honey like nobody's business. I know it's customary to 
requeen such "hot" colonies, but it's not easy for a guy 
like me to buy just one queen, especially in the Spring. 
Besides, I couldn't see interrupting such a productive 
colony with the loss of a full brood cycle that such a 
replacement would entail. So after a few unpleasant 
encounters, I found it easiest to just leave them alone; I 
was happy to remove honey supers (thank Heaven for 
clearing boards), but going downstairs for a detailed 
inspection wasn't worth the aggravation.  

I checked for mites in the Fall (taking a couple of 
stings in the process) and wished them good riddance 
for the Winter. Come Spring, I had a plan to get even: 
I'd make a split from another colony, let them raise their 
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own queen and, once she'd begun laying, pull the 
"African Queen" and make a seamless replacement, 
probably in early to mid April.  

But all that changed in February. On the first of the 
month, I took advantage of a warm spell to go by and 
check stores on all four hives. I lifted one end of each 
hive to gauge weight, then raised the cover to check the 
size and location of the cluster. Of the four, this was the 
only one that greeted me with a contingent of storm 
troopers, fully armed and with weapons drawn. I gotta 
do something, I thought.  

Judging by the weight of the hive, these bees were 
also on the brink of starvation, so I came back the next 
day for what could almost be described as a drive by 
feeding. I'd swung by Shop 'n Save for a sale on cane 
sugar, and decided to give them a little in granulated 
form on the way home. When I opened the hive, the 
inner cover came off with the outer lid, and most of the 
bees on the tops of the frames went straight for me. I 
dumped about a pound of sugar right on the frames, 
then another pound on the inner cover. I replaced the lid 
and got the heck out of there.  
Three weeks later I returned to begin implementation of 
my split plan. As I fought my way through this colony I 
noted some early brood buildup, not as impressive as a 
couple of the others, but promising nonetheless.  

And then I saw her. She was large and plump, a 
beautiful specimen. I hesitated. Would I spot her so 
easily come April? Finding queens had never been my 
forte, and six weeks from now, with the colony much 
more populous and mean as the devil, I might not want 
to spend the time searching for her. Plus, if her brood 
production was anything like the previous year, I might 
just change my mind and choose honey over harmony 
again. In which case, I'd be kicking myself come Fall.  

And so, with uncharacteristic decisiveness, I acted.  
As I zeroed in on the villainous vamp, she seemed to 
sense what I had in mind. She moved hastily across the 
frame, but just as she reached the wooden edge, I 
flicked her off with my hive tool. She landed awkwardly 
on the pallet, and I stepped on her. It was allover but the 
second-guessing.  

Why had I been so impatient? Couldn't I have just 
waited a few weeks for my well-hatched plan to play 
out? Had I just cost myself a hive's worth of honey 
production?  

Fast-forward to April 15. I now had a laying queen 
(started from a frame of eggs and larvae from another 
hive) and two-and-a-half frames of sealed worker brood. 
They were not as populous as they would have been 
under my original plan, but were further along than 
package bees and roughly equivalent to the nuc they 
had been a year earlier.  

More importantly, I could look through this hive now 
without feeling like an eight-point buck on opening day 
of deer season.  

I've always heard that the simple act of replacing the 
queen can quickly turn a nasty colony into a more 
eventempered one, even though the existing workers 
are all offspring of the old queen. Call me a believer.  

Which brings us back to the analogy of the star 
employee. If you've ever managed people, you've 
probably had someone who fit that earlier description. At 
some point, you figured out that whatever positives she 
brought to the job weren't worth the headaches she 
caused, and the moment you replaced her the morale of 
everyone around her improved noticeably.  

You may even have discovered afterward that she 
hadn't been as irreplaceable as you'd thought. The 
solution had been there all along; you'd just been afraid 
to act. 

Whatôs Going On With Those White 

House Bees? 
Helicopter Prop Wash, The New Dog, Summer 

Heat, A Honey Flow ï A Lot For The White House Bees 
To Deal With 

By Kim Flottum 
Reprinted from Bee Culture August 2009 

It's been a bit since we checked in with the White 
House Bees and we wanted to see how they were 
holding up to helicopter prop wash, the new dog, 
Summer heat, a honey flow and their new-found fame.  

So far they've behaved during a couple organic 
garden events, an Easter Egg extravaganza, a host of 
beekeeping and non-beekeeping visitors, and a visit 
from members of the First Family.  

The May honey flow in the D.C. area produced a 
small, early crop by early June when nearly two supers 
of a light, mild honey were removed. As soon as the 
honey was pulled it was moisture tested on a 
refractometer by Wayne Esaias, of NASA and hive 
scale fame. Wayne lives near Charlie and they attend 
some of the same bee meetings. It came in at 16.8% 
moisture é a healthy number, especially in humid D.C. 
We understand Wayne and Jennifer Berry are putting 
together a story on Wayne's hive scale project for this 
Fall. Stay tuned.  

The honey that was pulled was moved to a room in 
the White House basement that's used as a dining room 
for some of the employees. This is where Butlers, 
Ushers and others who work in Dining Service at the 
White House eat on a daily basis. It's air conditioned 
and there's lots of room to work so that's where it was 
extracted. It turns out this is a convenient location and 
since it was only 42 pounds it wasn't much of a chore 
and didn't make much of a mess. Charlie wasn't sure 
what it was, but it had a great flavor and color. Honey 
flavors from even the same plant species can vary by 
location, season, and even beekeeper, so it's hard 
telling. There is some Foraging slowed considerably by 
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the end of June and the remaining frames of uncapped 
honey are only slowly being finished. Charlie left a lot of 
these uncapped frames and he's watching them closely, 
to be harvested as soon as they are ready. There 
should be about 80 or so pounds left to extract, once 
capped.  

The four foot platform is still in place, meant to keep the 
bees and the new dog from coming in contact. To work 
the bees, now nearly nine feet high, Charlie uses a 
couple of saw horses with planks as a platform. One 
thing not anticipated with using  

a hive stand-platform this high is the unique view you 
get when you stand under the hive beneath the 
platform. Charlie has a screened bottom board and 
visitors can see a beehive from an angle not common to 
most of us. A National Geographic photographer used 
the perspective for a shoot when there in June.  

Meanwhile, Charlie is raising some of his own 
queens again this year. He's grafted into homemade 
wax cell cups and is learning as he goes. He took a 
queen rearing course from Rick Fell this spring, and is 
modifying some of what he's learned to fit his own 
operation. He's using a two-way and three-way for 
mating nucs, and moved them to a friend's beeyard who 
has a mix of locally raised Russians and Italians. After 
mating he'll bring them home and see how they do in his 
location. He's interested in locally raised and adapted 
stock, and doing it himself is one way to accomplish 
this. And, he's learning the ups and downs of the fine art 
of queen production in the process.  

Charlie is going to get some stock from the Beltsville 
Bee Lab after talking with Jeff Pettis. He'll try them at 
home first to see how they do and perhaps try them at 
the White House down the road if they seem to work 
out. Again, Charlie's working a diverse genetic mix into 
the neighborhood, looking for the best traits of each and 
the best bee for what he needs.  

All told, the bees at the White House are 

remarkably ordinary, not causing problems, and 
not being spectacular. This is the way most bees 
are I suppose. 

MD State Beekeepers Meeting 

September 26, 2009 at ORNC 
MSBA will meet at Oregon Ridge Nature Center on 

Saturday, September 26 from 8:30 am until 4:00 pm.  
Our annual Honey Show will also be that day; drop off 
your entries in the library by 10:00 am.  Winning entries 
will be on display from 2:00 to 2;45, when they will be 
released. 

Our featured speaker is Keith Tignor, Virginia State 
Apiarist and Endangered Species Coordinator for the 
Virginia Department of Agriculture.  He will give two 
talks, one on "Pesticides and Bees: Should You Worry?  
You will be amazed at all the stuff that comes into your 
beehive, even if you use no chemicals. 

His second talk will be on "Maximizing Honey 
Production," a practical and useful presentation that will 
help you prepare for next year. 

Other speakers include Dr. Wayne Esaias of NASA 
on the "Latest Findings in Bee Research.   He will be 
just back from France and Apimondia, the world 
conference of beekeeping, where he will present the 
results of his own research on climate change.  Steve 
McDaniel will give a short talk on "What To Do Now To 
Keep Your Bees Alive," and Jerry Fischer will give his 
inspector's report on the state of beekeeping in 
Maryland.  The day will end with an hour in the beeyard 
with several presentations by experienced beekeepers, 
so come along and bring your veil!  Don't forget to enter 
the honey show--complete listing of classes and rules 
are on the website, www.MSBEEA.org.  Our show 
includes classes for young beekeepers and honey 
cookery, so check it out. 

Question of The Month 

Do you know 
what this is? 

There will be an 
article in the next 
Hive Tool about this 
device and it uses.  
It will also talk about 
some of the 
problems you or 
members of your 
family may have as 
a result of its use. 
 


