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REPORT FROM APRIL 7, 2009 

CMBA MEETING 
President David Gill-Boucher pointed out that the 

By-Law revisions were sent to members two months 
ago in the February Hive Tool, and it was now time to 
vote on them.  The members voted to approve the 
revisions; David Gill-Boucher thanked David Papke for 
his work in writing the revisions. 

Jerry Fischer told CMBA that the date for picking up 
packages of bees had been delayed by ice and cold 
weather in Georgia and Florida.  Lloyd Snyder gave out 
his email address, so all those picking up packages can 
contact him about the correct date.  200 packages have 
been ordered.  Pick-up dates will also be listed at 
www.cmbeea.org   Jerry said winter losses of bees 
were at least 40% in Maryland, but we have had 40% 
loss every winter for the past ten years.  He reminded 
us that these losses can be prevented, if beekeepers 
will make a quick ñlook-see for honey storesò in 
February, and check that the hive is queen-right in 
March.  In normal weather, a hive that has 3-4 frames 
of brood 3 weeks ago, would have 7-8 frames of brood 
now, but not this year, because of cool weather.   Snow 
is expected in Georgia, and perhaps here tonight.  Jerry 
indicated that swarming is not ñbadòðit is a normal way 
for hives to reproduce that bees have evolved in their 
60 million year history.  Donôt cut off all queen cells.  If a 
hive is ñprogrammedò to swarm, just cut off the 
undesirable cells.  

Barbara Gruver asked for members to contribute 
articles for The Hive Tool, and to send them to her by 
email at abgruver@verizon.net   

Steve McDaniels warned beekeepers not to reverse 
brood chambers too early since weather has remained 
cool.  Do not split brood, because the bees will not be 
able to cluster over brood areas that are widely 
separated.  He also encouraged all Maryland 
beekeepers to become members of Maryland State 
Beekeepers, of which he is the President.  He 
announced that he was selling Dewey Caronôs textbook 
on beekeeping for $50, and also had brought honey to 
sell. 

David Papke announced that The Scientific 
American magazineôs March 2009 issue had an article 
ñSolving the Mystery of the Vanishing Beesò with the 

latest information about CCD.  This article is available 
on-line.  David also announced that his next Hands-On 
Beekeeping session would be April 25, and the subject 
is Manipulating Colony ReproductionðMaking Splits 
and Swarm Management.  Each of his workshops are 
Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. at his home, and the cost is $15.  
Contact him at DCPapke@aol.com 

New beekeepers, who have just finished taking 
Jerry Fischerôs or Steve McDanielsô Short Courses, 
were asked to stand and to introduce themselves, and 
tell where they live.  It was a good opportunity for new 
and old members to meet each other. 

Speaker for the evening, Jon Bealer, 
jbealer@comcast.net gave a very interesting 
presentation about Top Bar Hives.  He brought his own 
TB hive to demonstrate, and David Gill-Boucher had 
also brought his TB Hive.  Jon has had this TB hive for 
the past 3-4 years without feeding them, but this year, 
the hive starved.  The TB hive has enabled Jon to 
combine several of his interests: woodworking and 
working with wax, as well as producing honey.  He also 
has Langstroth hives, but he feels TB hives are ideal for 
keeping bees without chemicals.  He uses a screen 
bottom board and mites fall through.  

His favorite part of having a top bar hive is 
harvesting honey while sitting on his deck, by just 
cutting off a piece of honey comb and squeezing it for 
the freshest honey, and for wax for making candles, 
with none of the mess or expense of extracting many 
frames at a time. 

He described the changes in hive design that go 
back thousands of years.  Aristotle described a 
moveable comb hive.  In the 16

th
 century, baskets were 

used with sticks to encourage the bees to draw hanging 
combs.  In the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries, Huber and 

Langstroth designed moveable frame hives, based on 
the concept of a bee space, 3/8ò.  In England the 
national hive body is a square hive.  The top bar hive is 
a relatively recent design, worked out in the 1960ôs to 
be a simple beehive with moveable frames for 
developing countries, that do not have access to the 
fancy equipment required to build a Langstroth beehive.   
There are two basic designs, the Tanzanian with 
straight sides and the Kenyan with sloped sides.  The 
link www.biobees.com  with instructions how to build a 
top bar hive, and the book The Barefoot Beekeeper by 
Phil Chandler are helpful resources.   
The width of the top bar is 1 and 3/8ò or 35 mm.  

Any length to suit your need and wood dimensions is 
fine.  To encourage straight combs, a notch or groove 
in the top bar can be filled with a bead of wax.  With the 
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freedom of having a top bar hive of any length, you 
canôt swap equipment, but that can be an advantage of 
not transporting problems from one hive to another.  
The bigger the hive, the heavier, so that is a limitation.  
Top bars are oriented horizontally, where as a 
Langstroth hive is vertical.  It is possible to add supers 
to your top bar hive, if your dimensions match. Also 
then, you could substitute in a regular Langstroth 
frame.  It is not easy to rearrange frames in a top bar 
hive because even a slight wave will make combs crush 
each other.  Some top bar hives use follower boards. 

Jon Bealer made his own design and built it in a 
weekend.  It has a screen bottom board, a landing pad, 
a removable roof top and 1 entrance.  If multiple holes 
are drilled, and follower boards are used, the one hive 
can house several nucs.  A sliding board on the bottom 
can be used to close the hive in winter, or to use a 
sticky board to count mite drop.  A sliding side hatch 
with a screen or glass could make it an observation 
hive. 

Top bar frames are fragile, especially when full of 
honey.  Cut off the filled honey, leaving several inches 
for the bees to draw again.  Drop the fresh honey in a 
bucket.  Use as chunk honey or squeeze out the honey 
with clean hands. 

Management is different, in that especially when 
using follower boards, you can be harvesting a frame of 
honey, and the bees working in the rest of the hive pay 
no attention.  The honey makes a good queen excluder, 
so the queen wonôt cross the honey to lay in the area 
where you want to harvest.  Where is the 40-60 lb.mark 
on the hive for leaving winter supplies?  You have to 
learn to judge how much honey to leave.  You can also 
feed hives using a front feeder, candy, or a frame 
feeder. 

One advantage is putting your top bar hive on a 
table so it is the perfect level for working.  There is no 
heavy lifting and the hive isnôt moved.  One comb at a 
time is all that is normally lifted.  There are no supers to 
carry or store.  If needed, a hive can be hung on wires, 
so there is no contact with the ground; this is especially 
useful in Africa.  If you have problems with ants, try 
cinnamon as a deterrent. 

How long should your top bar hive be?  They can 
vary from 12ò to 48ò.  55 gallon drums, hollow logs, and 
feed troughsðwhatever you have available, can be 
used.  Top bar hives were invented for use where 
people donôt have fancy equipment to make Langstroth 
hives.  Two standard supers, side by side, can be used 
on top of Jon Bealerôs hive; also he can use a hive top 
feeder.  For both of these, the top bar must be cut 
open, so bees can pass up into the upper level.  A 
telescoping cover should be placed on top.  Introduce a 
package in the standard way.  Use follower boards to 
reduce the size of the area the small hive needs to 
keep warm.  

Advantages: simplicity of design; price of 
construction; ease of hive work; excellent for 
Africanized beesðno irritation by bees at far end of 
hive; no storage of supers; no extracting equipment; 
simpler, more frequent honey harvest; natural comb; 
increased wax harvest, but less honey harvest; 
recycling of comb. 

Disadvantages: by not having standard size, 
equipment is not interchangeable; comb is delicate; 
less portable hives so no pollination contracts; feeding 
could be tricky; not as much information is available, 
but it is expanding.   

There are now 15 members of CMBA who have top 
bar hives.  If you are interested, check the internet at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Top-bar_hive  or Dr. George 
Satterfield, who has been keeping bees in top bar hives 
at Georgia State University for the past 30 years. 

Announcements for CMBA: Starting in May, there 
will be open hive demonstrations at 6 p.m. at the bee 
yard by the pond.  

BEE FORAGE PLANTS FOR MAY 
Arthur B. Gruver 

The continued cool temperatures here in northern 
Maryland have restricted bloom on several of the plants 
mentioned in last monthôs article.  Several of the plants 
have not bloomed yet, as of April 22.  On the warm 
days we did note that the bees continue to bring in 
nectar and pollen from red dead nettle and some 
ornamentals.  Our Bradford Pear has just started to 
bloom, although we have seen extensive bloom on 
these trees throughout Maryland for the past two 
weeks.  The following trees and bushes listed for April 
can just now be seen with swelling, but unopened 
flower buds: Redbud, Sweet Cherry, Pear, Crab Apple, 
Gooseberry and Blueberry. 

I again encourage you to continue and expand your 
flower walks to record what is blooming as well as 
noting what the bees are most attracted to in your area.  
Look especially for Field Mustard and all the plants 
listed for April that have been delayed because of 
weather conditions. 

From our records, May bee forage is extensive.  
Starting with the herbaceous plants: White or Dutch 
Clover, Crimson Clover, Strawberry, Common Thyme, 
Oriental Poppy and Common Motherwort, a weed that 
has white spiky flower heads.  The following shrubs: 
Bush Honeysuckle, which spreads invasively, Black 
Raspberry and Blackberry, both of which grow both wild 
and commercially and are thorny, and Willowleaf 
Cotoneaster, a shrub often used as a flowering hedge 
that retains its decorative blue berry-like fruit through 
the winter. The trees blooming in May are the most well 
known and productive nectar producersðTulip Poplar, 
with dark rich honey, Black Locust that often grows 
along roadways (spreads with running roots) with light 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Top-bar_hive
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golden honey, and the Holly family with the large 
American Holly being especially productive. 

Please share with me your bee forage 
observationsðespecially any additional bee forage 
plants in your area that start their bloom during May.  
abgruver@verizon.net 

A HIVE IN MAY 
Steve McDaniel 

This is the time for the honey flow, the time to stand 
back and let the bees go to town.  Minimal 
management is the watchword, because every time you 
smoke a hive to open it, you disrupt its foraging for 
about a day, and the foraging of nearby colonies, too.  
It is best to make these management checks before the 
main honey flow begins. 

You should check your colonies for brood health 
and queen quality (a nice, even pattern of brood, with 
no sunken or perforated cappings, filling at least six 
frames), and they should be bursting with bees.  If you 
suspect disease, call the bee inspector immediately. A 
queen that is just not doing the job, say with only one or 
two frames of brood or lots of drone brood where 
workers should be, is past her useful life.  Replace her 
with a new queen if you can get one, or remove her and 
add a frame with eggs and/or day-old larvae from your 
best colony, and let the bees raise a new one.  Donôt 
expect a honey crop from such a hive. 

Swarming is a concern, so make sure there are 
open cells where the queen can lay.  If the brood nest is 
full, you can place an empty drawn comb (if you have 
one) in the middle of the brood nest.  If all the boxes 
are full of brood, give them another one for temporary 
use.  You can always take it back when brood-rearing 
subsides to more normal levels. 

 Reversing hive bodies is a good way to open up 
the brood nest, if the bottom box is completely empty of 
brood.  Do not reverse hive bodies if there is brood in 
the lower one, as the smaller section of brood, 
separated from the main brood nest, will die on a cool 
night.  When it is too early in the season to set out your 
tomato plants, it is too early to divide the brood nest. 
Reversing is easier to do with medium boxes, as only 
one-third of the space needs to be broodless, not one-
half, as with two deep hive bodies. 

If you see active queen cells with larvae in them, 
split the hive to keep it from swarming.  You can use a 
frame with brood and several queen cells to start a new 
colony.  Add at least one more frame of brood and two 
frames full of food (pollen and honey), all covered with 
bees. 

Be very careful when using a queen excluder.  By 
putting on the excluder and adding supers of 
foundation, you almost guarantee that the bees will 
never draw them out into comb.  Add the supers first 
without the excluder so the bees can get started 

drawing comb in them without a roadblock to slow them 
down.  After a few days, when half the frames in the 
first super are drawn, you can take off the super(s), put 
on the excluder, and then replace the super(s) on top.  
Make sure the queen is not in the supers; if you see 
her, shake her into the lower box before placing the 
excluder.   

Any brood that has been started in the super will 
emerge long before you extract the honey.  If there are 
any drone cells in the super, leave an upper entrance 
so that when the drones emerge, they can get out.  
Once that first super is full of honey, in about two 
weeks, pull out the excluder completely. A filled super 
will usually keep the queen out of any supers you place 
above it. 

I paint the edges of my queen excluders bright red, 
a trick I learned from my old friend George Imirie, so it 
is obvious when an excluder is on the colony.  That 
makes it a little less likely that I will forget and leave it 
on too long. By using the queen excluder properly and 
briefly, you prevent it from becoming a ñhoney 
excluder.ò  

FROM OUR BEEYARD 
Roger Williams 

ñSwarms: One beekeeperôs  takeò - Wherein the 
author has learned something of bees. 
Much has been written about swarms, and I havenôt 

gotten to read most of it. That is not to say it isnôt valid; 
rather that I havenôt had the time, given the volume of 
material, as it is one of the most obvious shows the 
bees could give us. So I listen, read what I can, and ask 
other who know a thing or two. This article talks about 
what one beekeeper thinks is the reason for swarms, 
and offers his method to avoid them. That beekeeper is 
Walter Wright  
(http://www.beesource.com/pov/wright/index.htm). 

What causes bees to swarm? Received wisdom 
says the bees are crowded, so they leave for more 
spacious digs, not unlike the masses leaving the cities 
for the countryside in the 70ôs and 80ôs. To really 
understand that, we need to look at the beesô process, 
and reason why they might find themselves crowded. 
From that, we might understand Wrightôs reasoning on 
what to do about it. 

Get your jacket on and come with me. It is January 
in Maryland. All is freezing, ñthe earth stood hard as 
ironò. The cluster, with luck, is closely surrounded by 
honey, close enough to allow the bees to sip it slowly as 
needed. Key to our understanding of the later swarm 
urge is to realize the cluster is surrounded, more or 
less, by cells filled with honey, known as the ñhoney 
bandò. Beyond that, Terra Incognita. ñThere be 
dragonsò say the old maps. Surrounded by honey is a 
good place to be. 

mailto:abgruver@verizon.net
http://www.beesource.com/pov/wright/index.htm
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As the 4 Season Gardener, Elliot Coleman, has 
found in his near 40 years of research and record-
keeping in Vermont and Maine, it is light that counts, 
not cold. As soon as the light reaches a certain level, it 
signals ñSpring!ò to every living thing that is not frozen 
solid. The magic date marking this is Imbolc, the 
ancient Celtic celebration of the new lambs. Christians 
know this as Candlemas, with its reference to the light 
of candles. We in the US know this celebratory day as 
Groundhog Day, 2 February, halfway between the 
Winter Solstice and the Vernal Equinox. The bees donôt 
have a calendar or a religion, they know nothing of 
Puxatauney Phil, Justinian I, or new lambs, but they do 
know the sun. By late January or early February, there 
is enough light, and this ancient signal says the queen 
can start laying if the temperature allows the cluster to 
loosen. 

For the previous 2 hard winter months, a 
reasonable colony might use 10 lbs of honey, so even 
in the hardest time, the bees use only about ¼ of the 
estimates of what they need over a winter, eating away 
at the inside edge of the honey band. They are inactive, 
clustered, and there arenôt so many of them. Not much 
energy is being used. But in late January in our area, 
there is a stirring. There will be cleansing flights on the 
odd warm day, the cluster shifts and spreads out. And 
importantly, the queen can start laying, starting a rise in 
population. 

Now there is a race. The new brood inexorably 
increases the population in the hive; the population puts 
rising pressure on the remaining food stores. It is this 
race that sometimes finds a colony making it through 
the toughest part of the winter, only to die in late March 
as the food runs out. But we will assume our colony 
makes it through. 

Now it is early April. The bees are finding both 
pollen and nectar. The nectar brought back needs to be 
put somewhere. That ósomewhereô, at least temporarily, 
is the brood nest ï exactly where the queen is laying 
and young bees are collecting.  Here is the key to the 
swarm urge, says Wright. Not enough room, it is time to 
leave, and the bees slowly get that message if the cells 
fill with both temporary nectar or pollen, and eggs. How 
much is too much-- we donôt know, but they do. 

Remember, the colony was surrounded by honey. 
This is the safe zone, and the queen is not likely to 
cross this honey band to lay valuable eggs somewhere 
out in the boonies. If you think three-dimensionally, she 
is safely trapped inside a sphere of honey. What she 
has for cells to lay in is within this globe. As that area 
gets filled with temporary nectar and new bees, the 
whole hive ñgroksò that it has to move in order to have 
space enough to both lay eggs and store nectar. The 
hive decision is made, queen cells get created, the 
queen lays her replacements, she is starved by the 
workers so she can fly ï and you have a swarm some 

warm day in late April or May, an amazing site at its 
happening. 

This is normal for bees. It is how they reproduce. 
There is nothing wrong with this picture ï except you 
get no extra honey this year if a swarm leaves, taking 
more than half the grown forager bees right at the point 
of the main nectar flow. Cutting out queen cells is often 
ineffective, as the hive decision has already been made 
by the time you find them. 

So Wright asks the self-interested question: Is there 
a way we can preclude this process, to get a harvest of 
honey, while keeping the bees healthy and happy?  The 
short answer is (as with many things), ñIt dependsò. It 
depends on when you find the situation that raises the 
urge, how soon you do something about it, and what 
you do. 

Two things are important to know about bees. The 
queen will normally rise in the hive more happily than 
go down or sideways. Jerry cautions about adding a 
second super before the bees have worked out the 
frames they have in the first super for just this reason. If 
you do, the bees will make a more vertical, cylindrical 
colony in the two hive bodies. Remembering your 8

th
 

grade geometry, double the diameter of her sphere 
allows a relative 12x growth of volume, i.e. area in 
which there are cells in which the queen can lay eggs. It 
is good to push her to enlarge the sphere rather than 
allow her to make the cylinder. And you thought 
Geometry 101 was useless. 

The second point, however, is that in the original 
hive she is trapped by the honey band, and canôt move 
out in any direction. It is the signal to the bees that they 
are near the edge, there is nothing worth laying in 
beyond this.  So the key to allowing the queen to move 
and make the colony physically larger is to break the 
honey band ï both above and beside. 

Wright has written a lot on this process, something 
he called ñcheckerboardingò 
(http://www.beesource.com/pov/wright/abjapr96.htm). 
The overall idea is to move frames 3,5, and 7 that are 
above the brood area that contain a piece of the honey 
band, and replace them with drawn comb (best) or new 
comb in a pinch. Others will tell you a hive is ñhoney 
boundò and to remove some frames at the side for the 
same reason. Making holes in the honey band by 
moving some of the frames that make it up allows the 
bees to move the queen past the existing honey band 
and into a good laying area (their own drawn comb is 
best), effectively expanding the brood chamber and 
taking the population and nectar storage pressure off 
the hive. Done early enough in the expansion cycle, he 
reasons, the bees will feel much less pressure to 
swarm.  

This, of course, needs to be balanced with the hive 
population, as enough young bees are needed to keep 
this expanded brood area warm. Generally in MD, the 

http://www.beesource.com/pov/wright/abjapr96.htm
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time to make this move is mid March, after the first 
bloom of new bees. (Note: this year, mid-April) The 
method is not something to be done mechanically, but 
with an awareness of both how many bees there are 
that can cover the new brood, and how much the honey 
band is keeping the queen in place. It is a balancing 
act. Good luck to all you jugglers. More later from our 
beeyard (rogerw@nordlink.com) 

CATCHING SWARMS 
Ed Yoder 

(New member to CMBA, with 65 years of 
experience and over 50 hives presently) 

 
Wellðitôs that time of year again.  Birds are building 

their nests; flowers are blooming, and temperatures are 
getting warmer.  And of course the honey bee colonies 
are rapidly building their colony strength. 

To experienced beekeepersðthat means 
swarming.  To some, that means good news and to 
others, that is bad news. 

Years ago, when I was starting with bees, that was 
a great time.  It meant that I would be increasing my 
hive numbers.  But as a kid, I didnôt realize that it was 
also decreasing my honey crop.  More hives did not 
necessarily mean more honey.  That large bunch of 
bees leaving a hive, also reduced the field force of that 
hive, so the honey flow was reduced.  However, in 
western Pennsylvania, we still got a fair flow of comb 
honey which is all I knew then.  That comb honey 
brought a whopping $.40 a box!  Big whop! 

Catching and hiving a swarm was usually a 
challenge.  That swarm hanging on a small branch near 
the ground was a piece of cake!  But the one hanging 
30 feet up in a tree was a bit of a challenge.  Climbing a 
ladder and bringing them down little by little was 
excitingðto say the least.   

Over the years, I have been asked to remove 
swarms from unusual places.  One such time was in the 
town of Bel Air, when the swarm was on a limb of a 
maple tree hanging over one of the main streets.  The 
town police blocked off the street, while I climbed the 
ladder to get the swarm.  By the time I was through, 
there was a large crowd assembled.  Over the years, I 
got a lot of swarms in Bel Air.  Most were easy, hanging 
on a shrub by the front porch or in a small tree in the 
back yard. 

Years ago I got a call on Saturday evening from a 
farm in the southern part of Harford County.  Sunday 
morning, instead of going to church, I decided to go get 
the swarm.  I got there around 9:00 a.m.  The swarm 
was on a fence post in the barnyard.  I proceeded to 
scrape the bees off the post with a cardboard box, 
dumped them in front of the hive and watched them 
crawl into the hive.  Suddenly they reversed their 
direction and flew back to the post.  Three times this 

occurred.  Frustration set in; so I went to my van and 
got an old queen cage that was in my supply box and 
returned to the post.  Again, I scraped the bees off the 
post and watched for the queen.  Sure enough, there 
she was!  I  picked her up, put her in the cage and put 
the cage in the hive between the frames, and watched 
as the swarm re-entered the hive.  That time they 
stayed inðthe battle was over.  I then screened the 
entrance and set the hive in the van.  Persistence paid 
off! 

Last summer I spotted a swarm in my backyardð
high in a pussy willow tree.  It was beyond the reach of 
my pole that had a 5 gallon bucket tied to the end.  I 
called my beekeeper friend, Joe and told him about it.  
His response was, ñHold on, Iôll be right up.ò  Well, to 
make a long story short, he climbed the ladder and 
climbed onto the limb next to the swarm.  He cut some 
small branches away as I maneuvered the pole and 
bucket up to him.  After knocking the bees into the 
bucket, Joe scampered down the ladder and helped me 
manage the pole and bucket down.  We hived that 
swarm!  Oh, what beekeepers will do to save a swarm! 

BEE HIVE SCALES 
by Barbara Gruver 

Would you like to know exactly how much nectar 
your honeybees are bringing in daily?  Do you wonder 
which blooming plants provide the most nectar?  Would 
you like to know if your hive has enough stores for 
winter?  Get yourself a hive scale.  Platform scales are 
about $400 when new, but may be found used from 
farmers or at farm auctions for under $100.  We 
purchased a rusty old Detecto farm scale last year for 
$75 but were not sure that it was working correctly.  
This spring Wayne Esaias checked and calibrated the 
scale, and we primed and painted it.  In early April, we 
moved the heavy scale into place in our bee yard, and 
put a Russian hive on the scale.  The hive weighed 84 
lbs. with 2 deep brood chambers and a super.  Because 
of the cool spring, our daily weights didnôt change much 
until April 16

th
 when we finally had some warm days.  

That day the hive increased by 6 lbs., the next day 7.5 
lbs. and the 3

rd
 warm day 7 more, or 20.5 lbs. in three 

days!  This nectar is from peach trees and ornamentals.  
Wayne Esaias, of Howard County, has been 

keeping records using scale hives for over ten years.  
Wayne works for NASA, Goddard Flight Center, and 
has now organized a national bee hive scale project to 
measure the timing of the honey bee nectar flow.  This 
is being compared with satellite photos of the greening 
up of areas to analyze climatic change and land 
cover/land use change.  Would you like to be part of 
this project?  Go to http://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov/ 
to learn more.  The following is from this website: 
ñThe daily measurement of hive weight provides 

useful insight into the condition and activities of the 

http://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov/
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honey bee colony, the timing of the honey bee nectar 
flow (HBNF), and the interaction of the bees with their 
environment. A scale hive record will give the 
beekeeper valuable information on the current status of 
the colony, when the nectar flow is on, and when it is 
over.  Collection of such records is a very useful 
educational exercise for the beekeeper and for local 
clubs and associations.   

The classic hive scale is the traditional manual 
platform ñfeed scaleò with a deck about 17 x 24 inches, 
with a total capacity of 500 to 1000 lbs, and a minimum 
weight sensitivity of 0.25 lbs.  The precision and relative 
accuracy of these beam scales is maintained by sliding 
a weight along the beam. .  The principle of the 
operation (lever arm or beam balance) is robust, 
relatively insensitive to temperature, operates well 
regardless of rust and exposure to the elements.ò 

We look forward to seeing the weight gains in May.  
Weôll keep you informed. 

Easy Cut Comb Honey 
Bob Darrell 

Reprinted from Bee Culture Aril 2009 
I am a small scale beekeeper (never more than 20 

hives) and I sell all my honey from my home. I live and 
keep my bees beside the Credit River in The Forks of 
the Credit, Ontario Canada, about 60 miles northwest 
of Toronto. I use standard 10 frame langstroth hive 
bodies with only nine frames. My reasoning, which has 
been confirmed many times helping others with their 
bees, is that you can hardly remove frames' (self 
spacing) from 10 frame brood boxes without gelignite or 
some other brute force method. My honey supers 
(mediums) are all equipped with nine-frame frame 
spacers. I still use the four-frame stainless extractor I 
bought more than 30 years ago which presents a 
problem in that there is always one frame left over after 
two loads are extracted. I considered going to eight-
frames in each box as I had read that more honey is 
stored in eight-frames than in nine or 10. However I 
recently read that the number of frames per box should 
be consistent throughout the hive to help with 
ventilation (the spaces between the frames should line 
up from top to bottom of the hive). As most of my hives 
are singles I thought that eight frames for brood is too 
limiting.  

I also wanted to produce comb honey so I bought 
some cut comb foundation and replaced the centre 
frame in each honey super so that now I had eight 
frames (two extractor loads) of extracting honey, and 
one comb honey frame per super. Being frugal (I used 
to say cheap but friends in Ireland corrected me) I 
started using less foundation in each comb honey 
frame and found that the bees made the cells larger 
below the foundation. Eventually I inserted frames with 
no foundation. Now I get lovely frames of large cell 

comb honey without the crunchy bit in the middle. The 
empty frame has to be between two drawn combs 
otherwise  

you get a mess. When a flow is on the bees draw 
the comb, fill and cap it before they finish the outside 
frames. I once needed some comb honey for a 
customer who wanted fresh comb honey, not frozen, so 
I went to a hive I knew had a full frame shook the bees 
off, put another empty frame in its place and sold it to 
him for $20. When I extracted that super later, the new 
frame was completely full and capped. I started making 
comb honey frames out of scrap pine lumber after 
some of my comb honey got into the extractor by 
mistake. Now the comb honey frames look different.  

An outfit in Ontario sells plastic comb honey trays 
with snap lids into which medium frame comb fits. 
While the extractor is running the comb is cut free of 
the frame onto a rack and baking sheet, that I 
purchased at a kitchen store, to drain the cut edges. 
Three or four cuts with a hot knife gives four to five 
pieces per frame. The packs are designed for 350 gms 
but will hold 500 - 600 gms if the comb is well drawn. 
Nine frames per super gives nice deep combs, eight 
frames would be deeper. Last year I produced 235 
packs. After weighing, labeling and pricing the packs go 
into the freezer to keep them nice until sold and to kill 
any wax moth eggs that might be tagging along (I 
forgot to tell the fresh comb man about wax moths but I 
guess he was ok). Most people don't know what comb 
honey is and what you do with it. For this reason I make 
some packs smaller as I find that people will spend up 
to $5 to try something but will resist spending more. 
Comb honey lovers want the biggest nicest pieces. I 
discount pieces with some open cells or are misshaped 
but charge between 1.5 - two cents per gm ($6.50-$9 
/Ib.) for nice pieces.  
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